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his wrongs, etc. They go on in this way until the
dying man expires and then they utter horrible cries;
and a terrible thing are their Nzenias [funeral dirges]
which continue day and night, sometimes lasting a
whole week, according to how great the deceased is,
and to the amount of provisions for the mourners.
If there are none at all, they only bury the dead
man, and postpone the obsequies and ceremonies
until another time and place, at the good pleasure of
their stomachs.

Meanwhile all the relatives and friends daub their
faces with black, and very often paint themselves
with other colors ; but this they do to appear more
pleasing and beautiful. To them black is a sign of
grief and mourning.

[o1] They bury their dead in this manner: First
they swathe the body and tie it up in skins; not
lengthwise, but with the knees against the stomach
and the head on the knees, as we are in our mother’s
womb. Afterwards they put it in the grave, which
has been made very deep, not upon the back or lying
down as we do, but sitting. A posture which they like
verymuch, and which among them signifies reverence.
For the children and the youths seat themselves thus
in the presence of their fathers, and of the old, whom
they respect. We laugh at them, and tell them that
way of sitting is the fashion with monkeys, but they
like it and find it convenient. When the body is
placed, as it does not come up even with the ground
on account of the depth of the grave, they arch the
grave over with sticks, so [92] that the earth will not
fall back into it, and thus they cover up the tomb. If
it is some illustrious personage they build a Pyramid
or monument of interlacing poles; as eager in that for



